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Objectives

Participants will be able to describe theEH  Specialist role in Shelter 

Management for:

Åconducting general building assessments (Facility)

Åensuring food safety (Food)

Åprotecting potable water supplies and ensuring safe drinking water/ice 

(Drinking  Water & Ice)



Objectives

Participants will be able to describe theEH  Specialist role in Shelter 

Management for:

Åinvestigating foodborne illness or food related complaints 

(Health/Medical)

Åensuring approved wastewater disposal (Sanitation)

Åensuring adequate and appropriate solid waste disposal (Solid Waste 

Generated)



Objectives

Participants will be able to describe theEH  Specialist role in Shelter 

Management for:

Åassessing child care facilities if provided by Shelter (Childcare Area)

Åevaluating the sleeping area (Sleeping Area)
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Shelters and Sheltering

Shelter

Å It is a short-term, overnight accommodation for 

individuals threatened or displaced by an 

emergency or disaster event.



Shelters and Sheltering

Shelter

Å At the time this document was drafted, there were no 

specific state or federal mandates for required services, 

supplies, or features to be provided within shelters except 

for the requirements related to accessibility and 

nondiscrimination.



Shelters and Sheltering

Shelter

Å At a minimum, it is recommended that shelters provide 

registration, food services, water, restrooms, climate 

control (heat or cooling), and security.



Shelters and Sheltering

Shelter

Å Additional services that may be provided in shelters 

include but are not limited to: health services, 

reunification, childcare, showers, and laundry.



Shelters and Sheltering

Sheltering

Å Action taken by an individual to 

seek protection or refuge when 

disaster strikes, or 

Å Action taken by an agency or 

organization to provide such 

refuge



Source: Commonwealth of Virginia Sheltering Guide, August 2019

Shelter Types

Shelter in Place Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR) General Population Shelter Medical Shelter
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Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR) General Population Shelter Medical Shelter



Source: Commonwealth of Virginia Sheltering Guide, August 2019

Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)

Refuge of last resort (ROLR)

A type of mass care facility that is not recommended 

for shelter, offering only protection or refuge from 

environmental hazards in the event individuals do not 

or cannot evacuate

General Population Shelter Medical Shelter
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Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)

Refuge of last resort (ROLR)

ROLRs do not provide any services or support and are 

intended to function as a place of refuge from the 

elements until it is safe to return home or evacuate to 

another location.

General Population Shelter Medical Shelter



Source: Commonwealth of Virginia Sheltering Guide, August 2019

Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)

Refuge of last resort (ROLR)

! wh[w ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ŀ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άǎƘŜƭǘŜǊ ƻŦ ƭŀǎǘ 

ǊŜǎƻǊǘέ ǿƛƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ǳǎŜŘ ƛƴ ǎǘŀǘŜ-level shelter planning 

to reduce confusion. 

General Population Shelter Medical Shelter



Source: Commonwealth of Virginia Sheltering Guide, August 2019

Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)

Refuge of last resort (ROLR)

ROLRs do not provide any services or support and are 

intended to function as a place of refuge from the 

elements until it is safe to return home or evacuate to 

another location.

General Population Shelter

General population shelter

A facility that provides temporary, overnight shelter to 

all individuals, including those with disabilities or 

access, functional, and non-critical medical needs

Medical Shelter



Source: Commonwealth of Virginia Sheltering Guide, August 2019

Shelter Types

Shelter in Place

Shelter-in-place

To harbor in a safe area within the building or 

structure currently occupied at the time of and during 

a disaster or emergency event

Refuge of Last Resort (ROLR)

Refuge of last resort (ROLR)

ROLRs do not provide any services or support and are 

intended to function as a place of refuge from the 

elements until it is safe to return home or evacuate to 

another location.

General Population Shelter

General population shelter

A facility that provides temporary, overnight shelter to 

all individuals, including those with disabilities or 

access, functional, and non-critical medical needs

Medical Shelter

Medical shelter

A facility or a portion of a facility that provides shelter 

to individuals who require clinical medical care by 

licensed healthcare professionals
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Role of EH in a Shelter
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EnvironmentalHealth Assessment Form For Shelters


